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Uttar Pradesh: Past, Present and Future

On January 24, 1950, the United Provinces were renamed Uttar Pradesh, and a new state was created. From
the distant past until 1950, Uttar Pradesh underwent numerous changes and ups and downs. Paleolithic
humans, whom we can also call the first Indians, made their abode in the rock formations of Mirzapur. While
living in these rock formations, they left their expressions in the form of paintings and tools. Moving beyond
hunting and gathering stage, they researched the art of agriculture and animal husbandry. Progressing from the
cultivation of coarse grains, which the Government of India has named 'Shri Anna', early humans began
cultivating paddy. From this point, the people of Uttar Pradesh became self-reliant and entered the next stage
of civilization, where various channels of dynamic economy, religion, culture, state, and politics developed. In
Uttar Pradesh, continuous and distinct phases of human settlement are found from the Paleolithic period to the
present day. This region, which is today called Uttar Pradesh, has been known by names such as
Jambudweep, Aryavarta, Uttarapatha, Bharatvarsha, Madhyadesha, Antarvedi, North-Western Provinces
(1836), United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, and United Provinces.

Uttar Pradesh has been the source of the cultural fabric of the entire Bharatvarsha. It has been the birthplace of
Ramayana, Mahabharata, Atharvanic culture, Samkhya philosophy, Jainism, Buddhism, Shaivism,
Vaishnavism, Shaktism, and all Indian philosophies, sects, saints, yogis, practitioners, and sages. The cultural
centers of Kuru-Panchal and Koshal-Mithila, which expanded throughout Bharatvarsha, developed in Uttar
Pradesh. Uttar Pradesh has been the oldest laboratory of democracy. Various state systems such as monarchy,
republic, tribal states, Janapada states, and city-states also developed here. Uttar Pradesh was also the origin
place of the Suryavanshi, Chandravanshi, and Nagvanshi Kshatriyas, who bore the responsibility for the
security of the entire Bharatvarsha. Uttar Pradesh has been a witness to the palitical landscape from the 6th
century BCE to the political history of the Gahadavalas, Kalachuris, Malayketus, and Savarnis. Subsequently, it
has also experienced Muslim rule and British colonial administration. In the Puranas, the Ganga-Yamuna Doab
is considered the nuclear center of creation. Thus, we see that Uttar Pradesh is physically and ideologically it
has been extremely rich from both perspectives. A significant portion of the Indian knowledge tradition
developed in the river valleys of Ganga, Yamuna, Betwa, Achiravati, and Sadanira in Uttar Pradesh. Uttar
Pradesh comprised several geo-political and cultural units, such as Panchal, Kashi, Koshal, Sarayupar,
Dardagandaki, Uttar-Samudra, Teekar, Takari, etc. The famous pilgrimage sites here include Kashi, Prayag,
Vindhyachal, Mathura, Vidur, Mathura, Garhmukteshwar, and others. The fairs held here represent the regional
culture spread across the state. The Kumbh Mela, organized on special occasions in this state, has been a
center of global attraction. The religious consciousness here influences every aspect of social life. This is the
land of sages and saints like Atharvan, Angiras, Chyavan, Valmiki, Buddha, Mahavir Swami, Mahayogi
Gorakhnath, Sant Kabir, etc. The folk consciousness here has also been quite vibrant. This has been a state
with a rich oral tradition. The vibrant culture is reflected in the proverbs, sayings, and folk tales prevalent here. A
systematic compilation of these has not yet been possible.

The spark of the first independence movement of 1857 was also ignited in this state. The contribution of this
state fo the country's freedom movement is undeniable. There is a long list of freedom fighters from this state.
Even the farmers, laborers, and women of this state participated in the freedom movement.

Uttar Pradesh is an heir to a long past. After achieving independence, modemn Uttar Pradesh came into
existence in 1950. Continuously developing since 1950, Uttar Pradesh is today the largest economy and a
prosperous state in India. Today, the Uttar Pradesh government has set a target of achieving a developed Uttar
Pradesh by 2047, aiming to boost its economy to 6 frillion. Undoubtedly, Uttar Pradesh has made significant
contributions in the fields of Yoga, Ayurveda, tourism, handicrafts, education, etc. Today, it has achieved
unprecedented development in education, communication, research, basic infrastructure, industry, agriculture,
tourism, urban development, water supply, rural development, and healthcare. Along with development,
attention has also been paid to environmental protection here. In Uttar Pradesh, along with a network of canals,
attention has also been given to the cleanliness of rivers, and the conservation of forests and wildlife. An
example of development in harmony with nature is being presented.
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With the publication of Dr. Ramesh Chandra Majumdar's book "History of Bengal' in 1947, the tradition of
regional history writing developed. Since then, regional history writing has seen significant development
and continues to this day.

Some regional history writing has certainly been done on various regions of Uttar Pradesh. However, a
systematic history of Uttar Pradesh has not yet been presented. The objective of this national seminar is to
comprehensively discuss the history, culture, and development of Uttar Pradesh. The following points will
be considered in this national seminar:

1. Historical Geography of Uttar Pradesh, major rivers, place names, and map of 75 districts.

2. Political history of Uttar Pradesh.

3. Governance and administration after independence.

4. Cultural heritage, major pilgrimage sites, prominent religious beliefs, local deities, major temples.

5. Consciousness of Indian culture in folk songs.

6. Major fairs.

7. Kumbh.

8. Society of Uttar Pradesh: Immigration and Emigration.

9. Major art of Uttar Pradesh.

10. Art, architecture, painting, inscriptions, and coins found in Uttar Pradesh.

11. History-Puranic tradition. Ancient texts of the History-Puranic tradition.

12. Saints and Philosophers of Uttar Pradesh.

13. Uttar Pradesh in the energy sector.

14. Uttar Pradesh in the communication sector.

15. Status and potential of tourism in Uttar Pradesh.

16. Industries of Uttar Pradesh

17. Urban Development in Uttar Pradesh

18. Craft System in Uttar Pradesh

19. Employment Opportunities and Prospects

20. Basic Civic Amenities
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